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SUBJ: VISITS TO THAILAND BY DOD PERSONNEL 

1 . THE PERIOD IMMEDIATELY AHEAD, EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO 
HOLD OFFICIAL VISITS BY DOD PERSONNEL TO THAILAND TO AN ABSOLUTE 
MINIMUM. 

2. ALTHOUGH NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOW IN PROGRESS WITH THE RTG 
CONCERNING THE U.S. RESIDUAL PRESENCE, THESE NEGOTIATIONS ARE 
MOVING VERY SLOWLY AND A NUMBER OF MATTERS HAVE NOT YET EVEN 
BEEN DISCUSSED, LET ALONE SETTLED. FOR EXAMPLE, WE DO NOT YET 
KNOW WHAT THE THAI POSITION WILL BE ON CLEARANCE PROCEDURES 
TO BE FOLLOWED IN CONNECTION WITH OFFICIAL VISITORS TO U.S. 

USED INSTALLATIONS, ALL OF WHICH WILL BE AT LEAST NOMINALLY 
UNDER THAI COMMAND ON MARCH 20. 

3. IT SEEMS CERTAIN THAT WHEN MARCH 20 ARRIVES, THERE WILL BE 
A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE THAI PUBLIC AND 
PRESS, AS WELL AS THE FOREIGN PRESS HERE, IN WHAT U.S. ACT- 
IVITIES REMAIN. WE WILL WANT AT THAT TIME TO ATTRACT AS 
LITTLE ATTENTION AS POSSIBLE, PROJECTING THE IMAGE OF A VERY 
SMALL PRESENCE WITHIN THAI INSTALLATIONS. 

4. THE SITUATION IS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY THE FACT THAT 
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THE CAMPAIGN WILL BE IN FULL SWING ON MARCH 20. VISITS BY 
DOD PERSONNEL DURING THE PERIOD THAT LIES AHEAD WILL THEREFORE 
NOT ONLY ATTRACT UNDESIRED ATTENTION TO THE U.S. MILITARY 
PRESENCE HERE, BUT COULD ALSO(ESPECIALLY IN THE CASE OF VIP'S) 
GIVE RISE TO CHARGES OF INTERFERENCE IN THE THAI ELECTORAL 
PROCESS, OR AFTER THE ELECTIONS, IN THE GOVERNMENT FORMATION 
PROCESS, HOWEVER UNWARRANTED SUCH CHARGES WOULD BE. 

5. FOR THESE REASONS, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ONLY THE MOST 
OPERATIONALLY ESSENTIAL VISITS BY DOD PERSONNEL BE MADE TO 
THAILAND. IN THIS CATEGORY WOULD FALL, FOR EXAMPLE, A VISIT 
BY A TECHNICIAN , WITH SKILLS NOT AVAILABLE IN THAILAND, TO 
REPAIR MISSION-ESSENTIAL PIECE OF EQUIPMENT. OTHER KINDS 

OF VISITS, INCLUDING INSPECTIONS, ORIENTATIONS, STAFF VISITS, 

AND THE LIKE, SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

6. FOR WORKING PURPOSES, THE ABOVE GUIDELINES SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED AS TAKING EFFECT ON MARCH 1, 1976 AND EXTENDING THROUGH 
MAY 31, 1976, BY WHICH TIME WE HOPE TO HAVE A CLEARER PICTURE 

ON THE BASIS OF WHICH TO REVIEW PROCEDURES. 

7. HOLDERS OF BLANKET CLEARANCES SHOULD CONSIDER THAT THESE 
EXPIRE ON MARCH 1. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT BLANKET 
CLEARANCES CAN BE GIVEN IN THE FUTURE WILL HAVE TO BE DECIDED 
AT A LATER TIME. IF A BLANKED CLEARANCE HOLDER NEEDS TO MAKE 
A VISIT AFTER MARCH 1 UNDER THE CRITERIA SET FORTH IN 
PARAGRAPH 5, ABOVE, A SPECIFIC CLEARANCE REQUEST SHOULD 

BE SUBMITTED. 

8. A FDW SPECIFIC VISITS FOR DATES AFTER MARCH 1 HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN GIVEN COUNTRY CLEARANCE. THESE MAY PROCEED ON SCHEDULE. 

9. REQUEST YOU DISSEMINATE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 
THIS MESSAGE TO INTERESTED MILITRY HEADQUARTERS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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